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ABARTH
BENEFIT

We test drive three
exotic Abarths at

Autodromo di
Franciacorta

Story by nob€rto 6 ordaneLl
PhotoErlphy by M'.hael Ward
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t s not ideèlror ent,èrts to ran5port tlìer.drs
enormou5 d5tàùes ro.lust one event 50, be.ause
5ìlver FLae5 teat!red mar!!e a5i year wa5 aba,tlì,
top Abrrth sp€. aList ronyaernirnd Pery rass n
frùn FrrnzÒniALlÒ Brès.iJ dé.dèd lo ÒrÈrnirÈ rn
Aba'lh tra.kdày rhÈ..1Òr toó[ pla.e four days
óft.r siLv.r flóE at Lh. ar todromó diFr3.. a.orla.
wth Annelese AlÌrth icarLo3 widoyJ)as the euest

Eeri 5tra.knay set àworld record roriìe
great€5t number or h,stor. Abarths Lapping a race
.n.! t n an8er ie. n.l p.5 nB on trìe 5larlLne and
not n r parrde 6D turn€d up wth so Lapp,n8 èt
5peed nl€restin€Ly. and bod nE we L lor the futur€
rÒr abarths aLiÒ ènlèréd flìè rackóy lúh.rì hàe

rhe rovinS /1!tó rtalidteam was there to tra.k
test three Abarths. loaned by thr€oS.nerous
or!ier5: rony Be.ì 5 r3oo or Ìoiy castLe !r LLss
rooo rCR and Dav d Robeyt xr/9prototpo
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ABARTH XIl9 PROTOTIPO
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rheta.li ras rery,lel and the.oiroL.o.iìe
r) /q prctot po ùo!1.ì be5t be 

'je5. 
be.la5 Loote.

rF geàr L-.ver f.pp-"d aboùr ih-".r-"-"ri.g !,a5
vaa!e tlìe brak€s puLled tlì s ùay and that. rnd
there,.s a sl€rrt nr I r€ lrt€r d s.ùver-"! lhrt
the tyrÈs rìód bÈÉn ovèr rrLrld l35p! .ólrJ a
r.. pÒ r.,lrì3l r.ro 3ch.Gurt cÒnes { $ vidc.
e.'rcs C.nsequeitLy the.a, La.ked feel aid it
unde,sreeredeoing nto.o,ne6 and ove stee,ed
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.oiìieoùt But do you know!úat? qùte Likedit.r

.o!Lò 5ee thro!3h t3 v.iru5 rauit5 ard ùanted to
tak-. ìome re -"fE ìper i at ar re t às it *aq

tèirÉr: of rrìÉ pÈr.d bri!Èa Òr.bÒut Lre standàfd
xl,qs ónEziit tuillLin8 Brr Ùur ì h. rÒld. tlì.
sto.k:oHc mt. ú.snot suted to aonetoine
.è t 4as too l.!v to rrandLe badly Robeys.ar
de,nonsrètedhoùtrìexr/9.eedenè bBrolr
lùsì as ìe L3n.ia Monte.èro needed a nnbo or a
snr LV6 on.e fettL€d rnc on€.jry Lt wL
dolbtLess hrpp€n thE xr/g wiiLbe a tr! y fne
na.h ie as wÈLLa3 r usèn,Lwndów on AbJrtl

aBAitH 1000 îcR
fry tNe t me €ol into |ì," rooo ÌCF rhe ka.r rìa'l
dr€n.ú r aÌ.ars -"p tonrise the te,nr F at

ra.. !i.tufÈs shÒú súrrn3 Òf lhÉùr bauri8 rùf
ther.Lass .r roiy casrLe M Ll.f s lhÈ LrKs
abarLhSuru M c.jLe &.ton k.ac. iofrordslìre
i5 hi. ÈQ rh 5 .lì s pe6onaL.ar .t it has e,nnent
an.ì.oÌ rron r..e ì story St Lin iis ong ìè
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chucked about, stid and caught with great
satisfaction, despite its short wheetbase. Braking
was good; rather than nose dive, the tail rose. The
double-wishbone front suspension reatty
transformed this Abarth - possibty its greatest
weapon in attacking [ap times, the originat Fiat 6oo
transverse [eaf arrangement being taughabte.

At race speeds, the looo TCR woutd spend much
of each tap running on two wheets - and ljust knew
that, if I pushed any harder, the car would be on its
roof. The TCR was running on modern trackday
tyres - a bit tike cut slicks. White this raised
cornering speeds and lateralg levets, it increased

FRANCIACORTA TOURISM

the chance of a ro[t.
A typicaL track driver thinks about many things:

handting, braking, cornerlng lines, spinning, etc. He
or she does not think about rolting the car,
sideways excursions into gravet traps and post-
cottision chaos excepted. When racing a looo TCR, a
rollover ìs an occupationaI hazard, a consequence
of its track, c-of-g and grip tevet. ln its originaIform,
the looo TCR is not an easy car to drive at
1ol1oths, but a great little car at ghoths. lcame
away from this car understanding it, and
appreciating why the model has such a foltowing.
They are so charismatìc. I I

Franciacorta's purpose-buiLt
racing circuit is ctever in both
its concept and execution. To
keep the environmentalists at
bay, the track was taid out in a
disused quarry to avoid both
visuat and sound impact. ln
fact, it is so unobtrusive that it
is quite hard to findl

Located to the south of the
A4 autostrada between
Bergamo and Brescia, we found
that taking the Rovato exit is
the most direct and better
signposted route. The circuit

has superb viewing facilities,
state-of-the-art paddock
services and pitlane garages.
There is atso a café in the
pittane and restaurant
facitities.

The Franciacorta area is
renowned for its vineyards and
distinctive quality wines. we
can atso recommend a
weekend stop-over at one of
the hotets at nearby Lago
d'lseo. This beautiful location is
the teast pubticised of the
Italian lakes - it's one ofthose

ptaces that the ltatians wouLd
prefer to keep to themsetves.
It's not as commercial as busy
carda and como and ideat for a
quiet break.

we stayed at Hotel Rivalago,
in Sutzano, which has a
lakeside swimmìng pool and
superb views across the take
from its balconies. The five-
minute ferry ride out to
Monteisota for a watk on the
istand or a visit to one ofthe
restaurants is a must; or
perhaps try one ofthe reguLar

boat trips that wilt take you to
Lovere in the noÉh or Sarnico
in the south ofthe [ake.

Recommended websites
www.bernimotori.it
www.autodromodif rónciacorta.it
www.rivatago.it
www.navigazionelagoiseo.it

Event dates for 2011
June 24-26 Sitver Ftag Hittclimb
June 30 Historic Abarth frackday

FAR LEFT Event organisers
Perry Passíni and Tony Berni
pose with Tony's son Brian
NEAR LEFI: RobeÉo
Gíordanelli at'work' ín the
Abarth rooo TCR

LEFî: The Franciacorta
region ís an excellent area
to take a holiday break.
Nearby Lago d'lseo has
some great places to stay -
Iíke Hotel Rivalago

44 auto italia I


